152                             LQRB   CARSON
the House adjourned, although he. had hardly touched the
main subject-matter of his speech, he had gained the car of
the House, and the battle was half won.
Nearly forty years afterwards the present writer went to
Lord Carson for advice on the subject of his own maiden
speech. "Shall I try to be eloquent?'5 he said. "Yes,"
answered Lord Carson, "if you can : but, you see, I never
could be eloquent," In truth-, he had qualities which the
House of Commons likes far more than eloquence, and it
recognised them in him at once : the House is invisibly paved
with the lost Parliamentary reputations of eminent lawyers:
they rarely make a success in the House : but this one was
clearly a first-rate " House of Commons n man.
Yet Carson, who had a strong vein of pessimism in him,
did not realise his success, A friend went to see him next
day, and found him in bed, a bundle of nerves, convinced
that he had made a great failure, and that he had better
hurry through the remainder of his speech as best he could.
Carson was often overcome by such attacks of nerves before
his great Parliamentary and legal performances, but, on the
scene of action, they never impaired the excellence of the
performance itself. On the following clay he stood at the box
again, and, with the same gentle manner., was far more
provocative. He swept aside John Morlcy\s figures, as an
eye-witness said, like so many cobwebs with one sweeping
sentence. It was strange that; rents were being paid better
in a year of great and distressing agricultural depression;
that showed the payment of rent was dependent, not on the
prosperity of the tenants, but on something else : he was not
impressed by the slight diminution of crime : cc the course
of crime depends on the course the political agitators find
it convenient to take at a particular time : rents are paid,
not because of the state of the tenants, but because the
member for East Mayo gives the orders.*'
Then he passed to the Evicted Tenants Commission;
and here was a remarkable quality of this maiden speech :
it literally continued, before the tribunal of the House of
Commons, the proceedings which had been so abruptly
terminated by his withdrawal from the Commission: he